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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS 

SUB J : RED ARMY TERRORISTS IN DAMASCUS 
REF: DAMASCUS 201 1 

1. WE HAVE HAD FURTHER CONVERSATIONS TODAY (SEPTEMBER 19) 

WITH IAPANESE AMBASSADOR AND FRENCH POLITICAL OFFICER. THEY 
GENERALLY CONFIRM ACCOUNT OF EVENTS AT DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT AS REPORTED REFTEL WITH FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL POINTS. 

2. FRENCH CONFIRM THAT PARIS IN COORDINATION WITH DUTCH 
GOVERNMENT DID MAKE FORMAL REQUEST TWO DAYS BEFORE FLIGHT 
(I.E. SEPT. 16) ASKING SYRIA TO AGREE TO PERMIT PLANE TO LAND IF 
PLANE FLEW THIS WAY AND SO REQUESTED. PRIMARY CONCERN OF 
THESE TWO GOVERNMENTS WAS TO STOP ENDLESS SHUTTLE FOR SAFETY 
OF CREW AND PLANE. SYRIANS AGREED SAYING THEY WOULD PERMIT 
PLANE TO LAND BUT FROM THAT POINT ON SARG WOULD HANDLE 
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EVERYTHING ON ITS OWN TERMS. DUTCH AND FRENCH GOVERN- 
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MENTS AGREED TO THIS ARRANGEMENT. FRENCH AMBASSADOR WAS TOLD. 

AS WAS DUTCH CHARGE, NOT TO GO TO AIRPORT; BUT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SUBSEQUENTLY REVERSED ITSELF. 

3. FRENCH REPORT PLANE CIRCLED DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT BETWEEN 1 100 AND 1 130Z, DURING WHICH IT ASKED AND 
RECEIVED PERMISSION TO LAND. THEN, PLANE UNEXPECTEDLY 
FLEW OFF TO BEIRUT AND ONLY RETURNED TO DAMASCUS AROUND 
1300Z AGAIN ASKING AND RECEIVING PERMISSION TO LAND. 

4. ONCE ON GROUND THERE WAS LONG DIALOGUE BETWEEN TER- 
RORISTS AND SYRIANS. FRENCH SAY ARRANGEMENTS FOR CREW AND 
PLANE WERE COMPLETED (VIA RADIO WITH CONTROL TOWER) LONG 
BEFORE SYRIANS AND TERRORISTS WERE READY TO PROCEED. 

FRENCH AWARE ONLY ONE SYRIAN UNDERSTANDING WITH TERRORISTS 
BEFORE THEY LEFT PLANE: COMMITMENT TO GIVE THEM PRO- 
TECTION ONCE ON GROUND. TERRORISTS LEFT PLANE AFTER TURN- 
ING OVER THEIR WEAPONS AND THE RANSOM TO PILOT. 

5. JAPANESE AMBASSADOR AND FRENCH EMBASSY AGREE THAT 
TERRORISTS WERE TAKEN AWAY FROM SITE BY SYRIAN SECURITY 
FORCES. FRENCH IDENTIFY GENERAL NAJI JAMIL AS IN CHARGE 
OF SECURITY. THIS CONFLICTS WITH SEVERAL WIRE AGENCY 
REPORTS THAT PFLP REPS WERE AT PLANESIDE AND ESCORTED JAPS 

FROM FIELD. ONE TERRORIST WAS WOUNDED, PRESUMABLY FROM SHOOTING 
IN THE HAGUE, AND WAS CARRIED OFF BY AMBULANCE. OTHERS 
WERE DRIVEN IN CURTAINED VAN IN DIRECTION TO 
NORTH OF DAMASCUS. 

6. FRENCH AND DUTCH DISCLAIM INTEREST IN WHAT HAPPENS 
TO TERRORISTS. FRENCH, FOR EXAMPLE, OBSERVED, "IT NOT 
LOGICAL ASK SYRIANS TO ARREST OR TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST 
A MAN WE JUST RELEASED." FRENCH ARE HAPPY TO HAVE PLANE 
BACK UNDAMAGED AND SYRIAN PRESS THIS MORNING QUOTES FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR AS COMMENDING SARG FOR THEIR HANDLING OF 
SITUATION. DUTCH ARE RELIEVED TO HAVE CREW BACK SAFELY AND SAID 
THEY DO NOT INTEND PURSUE QUESTION OF WHEREABOUTS OF 
JAPANESE TERRORISTS. JAPANESE AMBASSADOR, WHO ONLY LEANRED 
FROM TOKYO AT 1000Z YESTERDAY THAT PLANE HEADED 

HIS WAY, IS ONLY DIRECTLY INTERESTED PARTY STILL PURSUING QUESTION 
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OF TERRORISTS. (FRENCH AND DUTCH, WHO WERE CLOSELY COORDINAT- 
ING THEIR APPROACH TO SARG, SEEM TO HAVE FORGOTTEN JAPANESE 
AMBASSADOR.) JAPANESE AMBASSADOR TELLS US HE TRIED TO 
FIND OUT IDENTITY OF TERRORISTS LAST NIGHT. BRITISH MEMBER 
OF CREW TOLD HIM TERRORISTS HAD GIVEN NO NAMES AND THAT DESCRIPTIONS 
WERE IMPOSSIBLE SINCE "ALL JAPANESE LOOK ALIKE." JAPANESE 
AMBASSADOR DID SAY HE WOULD CONTINUE TO TRY TO LEARN IDENTITY 
OF TERRORISTS AND THEIR WHEREABOUTS. HE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT 
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HAS MADE NO REQUEST FOR EXTRADITION AND POINTED OUT THAT 
FRENCH AND DUTCH GOVERNMENTS SHOULD BE FIRST TO ASK FOR 
SUCH ACTION. 

7. CREW TOLD IAPANESE AMBASSADOR THEY WERE CONVINCED THAT 
TERRORIST RELEASED BY FRENCH WAS WELL-KNOWN TO OTHER THREE. 
NOTED HE TOOK IMMEDIATE COMMAND OF GROUP ONCE AIRBORNE 
FROM THE HAGUE AND MADE ALL SUBSEQUENT DECISIONS. 

8. BOTH DAMASCUS NEWSPAPERS AND SYRIAN TELEVISION AND 
RADION HAVE REPORTED EVENTS SURROUNDING PLANE IN SYRIA. 

NEWS ITEMS QUOTE SYRIAN DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF CIVIL 
AVIATION NAHED KHANI TO EFFECT THAT SARG ACTIONS MET 
REQUESTS OF FRIENDLY GOVERNMENTS AND WERE 

TAKEN BECAUSE SYRIAN AUTHORITIES WERE CONCERNED FOR 
SAFETY OF CREW. 

MURPHY 
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